Agrin is a synaptic basal lamina protein that has been proposed to mediate motor neuron-induced clustering of acetylcholine receptors during development of the neuro-muscular junction. The chick ciliary ganglion is a parasympathetic ganglion that contains motor neurons that project to striated and smooth muscle targets in the eye. We have examined agrin gene expression in the chick ciliary ganglion during normal embryonic development using in situ hybridization and quantitative PCR techniques. Ganglia were specifically labeled by antisense agrin cRNA probes and the
